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Valley Foothill Watersheds 
Collaborative

Regional Advantage
Activities (Scalable and Replicable)
Benefits

• Racoon Creek - Doty Ravine
• Dry Creek - Secret Ravine, Miners Ravine, 

Antelope Creek, Linda Creek
• Auburn Ravine
• Pleasant Grove Creek
• Steelhead Creek
• Arcade Creek
• American River
• Morrison Creek
• Laguna Creek
• Sacramento River
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Valley Foothill WatershedsThis map shows the boundaries of our region and the rivers within. This area is rich in water resources and terrestrial habitat. Our focus is on activities the promote healthy streams and creeks, which feed our two major rivers.Approximate Boundaries:Bear River to Cosumnes; drainage to Stone Lakes Wildlife RefugeSacramento/Feather River to Folsom Lake/Hwy 49Small watersheds make up the landscape of the Sacramento/Placer County area and small grassroots organizations take thousands of actions each year affecting our streams (creeks) in the watershed. These creeks connect to the rivers which flow into the San Francisco Bay Delta. Winter high water flows move trash and debris through the watershed. In many cases creeks, have not been channelized. Storm water effluent enters without treatment. These are the same creeks that salmon travel or spawn in each year and that are used to move water supplies by water agencies for customers downstream.In 2015, as part of the Ocean Plan, the State Water Board adopted what are known as the “Trash Amendments” establishing a narrative water quality objective for trash and a prohibition on the discharge of trash. With these new regulations in mind, how do you get residents to connect litter and trash to storm water pollution as a source of marine debris when they live in a community located over 100 miles inland? You get them to participate in clean up and educational events in their neighborhood creeks. In its 28th year in 2017, Sacramento Area Creek Council's CREEK WEEK provided the opportunity for partners with the Valley Foothill Watersheds Collaborative (VFWC) to collaborate and provide unified messaging and collect litter and trash data to support future storm water resource plan development. 



What Elephant?

This is a pervasive issue throughout 
the region and state.

1. CalRecycle’s Illegal Dumping 
Technical Advisory Committee 
(IDTAC) Developed a Homeless 
Encampment Reference Guide 
in 2013.

2. Since then there has been a 
significant rise in the number of 
unsheltered homeless in 
California.
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In 2006, the California Integrated Waste Management Board (now CalRecycle) established a high-level state and local illegal dumping enforcement task force to assess the extent of the illegal dumping problem and develop recommendations to CalRecycle to enhance the effectiveness of local and state responses to the problem. Topics and recommendations addressed include, but are not limited to, legislative, outreach, public education, enforcement, coordination (including regional coordination summits), human resource, budgetary and financial proposals. The task force (now the technical advisory committee) also developed and conducted a survey of local jurisdictions to assess the extent and cost of the illegal dumping problem and identified content for this Illegal Dumping Resources Toolbox. To address the long-term problems associated with illegal dumping, the task force was later changed to a technical advisory committee.StatusThe advisory committee provides ongoing expertise for CalRecycle, is comprised of voluntary members, and is not required to function under the statutory requirements of a legislative or department-created committee.Stakeholder Input and MeetingsTask Force and Technical Advisory Committee HistoryThe 21-member task force was selected, and the first meeting was held on March 29, 2006 in Sacramento. At this meeting an initial list of discussion items was presented to the task force. The second meeting was held May 24, 2006, at which time a revised list of discussion items was presented titled "Issues under Consideration for Inclusion in Final Report." The new document represents a work in progress based on review of the previous list of discussion items.The identified issues were discussed at local task force meetings and regional coordination meetings over a year. The board directed the task force to reconvene at the August 7, 2007 meeting of the Strategic Policy Development Committee, with recognition approval at the August 14, 2007 board meeting. The board asked the task force to meet to review the implementation plan staff developed for the Illegal Dumping Program. The task force reconvened on October 4, 2007. The plan was presented as part of the Strategic Directive Report at the December 4, 2007 Policy Development Committee meeting, and the full board on December 11, 2007. The board directed staff to move forward on developing best management practices for illegal dumping abatement and enforcement and identify what components should be included in an illegal dumping outreach and public awareness program.Board staff and task force members completed outlines of the Illegal Dumping Toolbox, Rules of Evidence, and a Refuse Hauler Service Provider Program and presented the concepts at the October 22, 2008, meeting of the task force. Board staff and task force members provided five state-wide training sessions on the development of effective local illegal dumping programs in spring 2009. Board staff completed the Illegal Dumping Toolbox and it went online in the fall of 2009.Following a discussion on waste mattresses at the December 14, 2011 technical advisory committee meeting, CalRecycle staff initiated a limited survey on the problem and cost of handling illegally dumped mattresses and the cost and method of their disposal. In addition, the technical advisory committee members discussed the solid waste disposal issues associated with unregulated waste haulers. The members formed a discussion group that was charged with developing alternative to governing unregulated haulers. Report-backs on these issues were presented at the May 23, 2012 technical advisory committee meeting.The November 27, 2012 technical advisory committee meeting included a presentation on used mattresses from the sleep products industry, the mattress recycling industry, and the mattress remanufacturing industry. Senate Bill 254, Used Mattresses Recovery and Recycling Program, was also discussed at the meeting, and it was decided that development of local guidelines on the used mattress issue would not be pursued.Based on requests for discussion and guidance received from members of the technical advisory committee, the June 30, 2013committee meeting provided a discussion on homeless encampments. Topics included wastes and issues related to homeless encampments, the residents of encampments, and regulation/enforcement issues related to homeless encampments. The technical advisory committee agreed to initiate development of a guidance document that would be added to the Illegal Dumping Toolbox.  CalRecycle staff completed a draft homeless encampment document that was reviewed at the November 13, 2013 technical advisory committee meeting, and approved at the March 13, 2014 technical advisory committee meeting. The homeless encampment reference guide web page was published in September 2013.



Just so you know….
• 2017 “Point In Time Count” indicated 

growth in homeless in the State.
• Unsheltered homeless statewide 

Average is 66% 
• Of those, people who are living outdoors 

on the street, in tents, cars, or RVs –
increased by 85 percent. 

• 66% of veterans that are homeless are 
unsheltered

• Approximately 9% of college students 
are homeless 

• Sacramento followed a West Coast-wide 
trend reporting increasing numbers of 
people experiencing homelessness.

Percentage 
Increase

County Actual Number

39% Alameda 5,629

76% Butte 1,983

23% Los Angeles 57,794

30% Sacramento 3,665

28% Placer 663
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The 2019 Point in Time Count is coming up in January 2019.  It might be a good idea for our organizations to volunteer to assist.  San Diego Rover Parkway Foundation has been doing this in their county as a way to help identify potential solutions and problems.https://sacramentostepsforward.org/volunteer-registration-now-open-2019-point-in-time-count/ The biennial PIT count is a county-wide special census which provides a snapshot of who is experiencing homelessness on any given night. The data gathered helps shape policy and programs designed to assist some of our most vulnerable residents.Sacramento Steps Forward is partnering with Sacramento State’s Division of Social Work and the Institute for Social Research as our partner on this crucial project.Sacramento Steps Forward will be recruiting hundreds of volunteers who will be trained and grouped in teams to canvass the community in organized deployments during the two evening counts, rain or shine. Volunteering does not require any prior experience but you must: be 18 years of age or older; have a strong interest in helping people who are experiencing homelessness; and attend required training’s to learn to safely conduct accurate counts with teams within carefully pre-mapped territories..Volunteers should register by clicking here. If you would like to form a group of coworkers, family or friends, we will accommodate your requests. More information will be provided to registered volunteers as we prepare for the event.WHAT: 2019 Homeless Point-In-Time Count�WHEN: January 30 – 31, 2019, Evenings�WHERE: Sacramento County, Staging Locations To Be Determined�WHY: County-wide special census of people experiencing homelessness�VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION: CLICK HERE�VOLUNTEER CONTACT: volunteer@SacStepsForward.orgThe most recent biennial PIT Count was conducted in January 2017 and found that the total number of people experiencing homelessness in Sacramento had increased by 30 percent since 2015. Of those, people who are living outdoors on the street, in tents, cars, or RVs – increased by 85 percent. Sacramento followed a West Coast-wide trend reporting increasing numbers of people experiencing homelessness.Information about the Point in Time County for Placer County has been requested.



Through the Years…….

This issue has been brought to 
the IDTAC but it hasn’t been 
clear if it is considered illegal 
dumping.

Homeless encampments vary 
in size and their related 
impacts depending on if they 
are urban or rural.

Encampments in riparian areas 
are especially troublesome.
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October 2018
Secret Ravine
Roseville

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Picture of Encampment in Roseville on Secret Ravine Picture taken October 10, 2018. The previous year at this time had no structural encampments just debris left behind.  On the site visit to prepare for the cleanup scheduled, 4 camp sites were located in one small section of creek that had been a restoration area. Two were fairly well established/structural camp sites and two were tents.  When we retuned to cleanup two days later there was a five camped established. The sites were fairly clean and organized.



WWW.CALRECYCLE.CA.GOV/ILLEGALDUMP/HOMELESSCAMP.HTM

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the June 20, 2013 meeting of the Illegal Dumping Technical Advisory Committee (IDTAC), the members decided to develop an outline for a homeless encampment guide that could be added to the Illegal Dumping Toolbox found on the CalRecycle website. Although all aspects of waste at homeless encampments were discussed during the meeting, it was subsequently determined that the guidelines should concentrate on solid waste management. CalRecycle staff presented the draft reference guide at the November 13, 2013 IDTAC meeting, and the members agreed to continue developing the reference guide, with a goal of presenting the completed document for IDTAC review at their March 2014 meeting.

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/IllegalDump/HomelessCamp.htm


Key Points of Reference Guide
• Focuses on solid waste management, but also recognizes that other forms 

of wastes, including hazardous, medical, and liquid, are routinely found in 
the encampments. 

• Guidelines are intended to provide an overview of options available to 
governmental agencies and private individuals to manage solid waste in 
existing encampments, to abate solid waste in encampments in the 
process of closure, and to prevent the reoccurrence of solid waste 
accumulation in the closed and abated encampments. 

• It does not address the medical, social and political issues that are 
associated with homeless encampments, nor does it discuss how all of the 
issues can be incorporated into the overall management of homeless 
encampments.
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The Homeless Encampment Reference Guide focuses on solid waste management, but also recognizes that other forms of wastes, including hazardous, medical, and liquid, are routinely found in the encampments. The guidelines are intended to provide an overview of the options available to governmental agencies and private individuals to manage solid waste in existing encampments, to abate solid waste in encampments in the process of closure, and to prevent the reoccurrence of solid waste accumulation in the closed and abated encampments. The reference does not address the medical, social and political issues that are associated with homeless encampments, nor does it discuss how all of the issues can be incorporated into the overall management of homeless encampments.At the most recent meeting of the IDTAC Dec 4, 2018 there was a discussion regarding updating materials on the online tool kit for illegal dumping including the materials regarding homeless encampments.



"informal settlements" = global issue
Leilani Farha, UN special rapporteur on adequate housing when 
visiting San Francisco in January 2018…..
• “The last time I saw cooking on a sidewalk,” Farha said, “was in 

Mumbai.”
• "but I'm sorry, California is a rich state, by any measures, the 

United States is a rich country, and to see these deplorable 
conditions that the government is allowing, by international 
human rights standards, it's unacceptable. I'm guided by 
human rights law.“
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Farha, 49, is the United Nations special rapporteur on adequate housing. During an informal Bay Area visit, she spoke to about 50 people who live on the streets in S.F., Berkeley and Oakland.Leilani Farha said she "can't help but be completely shocked" by what she saw on a tour of San Francisco's homeless communities.“informal settlements” – shanties, favelas, tent cities https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/jan/22/un-rapporteur-homeless-san-francisco-CaliforniaPoverty in the US is an established UN focus; last month, another rapporteur was dismayed by visits to Skid Row in Los Angeles and hookworm-afflicted deep south communities.In 2011, a UN representative visited Sacramento. After discovering that homeless people were defecating into plastic bags, the official wrote to the city’s mayor. Such circumstances, she said, could amount to “cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment”.There is almost nowhere in the US that is affordable for those earning minimum wage. The country is short about 7.5m homes for extremely low-income renters. In San Francisco, the waitlist to get into a homeless shelter is more than 1,000 names long.“In international human rights law,” Farha said, “providing shelter to people who are homeless is the absolute minimum standard for any country, regardless of resources.”‘There’s a cruelty here’The next day, in Oakland, she saw one kind of stopgap. In the shadow of several freeways, the city had installed a scattering of sheds, housing about 35 people on a bare patch of gravel. The sheds do not come with electricity, plumbing or insulation. Each has one small window.Such “tiny homes” are increasingly used in western cities when permanent housing is unavailable. Experts fear they could pave the way for American shantytowns.



Encampment West Oakland
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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/jan/22/un-rapporteur-homeless-san-francisco-CaliforniaIn the shadow of several freeways, the city had installed a scattering of sheds, housing about 35 people on a bare patch of gravel. The sheds do not come with electricity, plumbing or insulation. Each has one small window.Such “tiny homes” are increasingly used in western cities when permanent housing is unavailable. Experts fear they could pave the way for American shantytowns.The alternative was evident a mile or two away, in a string of shacks built from discarded materials. Next she was heading to Los Angeles, where thousands live in conditions that do not meet standards set for refugee camps.



WHY IS VFWC INVOLVED?
1. VFWC is a partner with organizations such as Keep California 

Beautiful and San Diego River Parkway Foundation who have 
representatives participating on the IDTAC to provide input 
from the non-profit sector.

2. VFWC assists government agencies and other organizations 
with cleanups. 

3. More cleanups are occurring in locations where there are 
either active or inactive homeless encampments. 
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Pictures and Graphics from Time Vendlinski’s Keynote Presentation at LID Conference March 2018Roland Brady will be making a presentation about his work in managing trash in Steelhead Creek.
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Pictures and Graphics from Time Vendlinski’s Keynote Presentation at LID Conference March 2018
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K-12 RECYCLING COMPETITION BONUS  

Encampment in Roseville 2017

Volunteers encounter 
abandoned encampments when 
cleaning up.  There were no 
structures.

Average amount of materials 
per camp is 500 pounds* 

This is an Adopt A Creek Project 
of Dry Creek Conservancy and 
the City of Roseville

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Volunteers Clean up an abandoned encampment Fall 2017 Roseville  CSUS Sac State Sustainability Students.  This is the KCB Campus Affiliate.



As we conduct more cleanups 
organizations should be completing 
pre-site visits to identify potential 
issues and coordinate with City staff. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Volunteers Clean up an abandoned encampment Fall 2017 Roseville. 



Secret Ravine (2018) – Structures are being built
October: Camp Identified – City Staff 
Notified

December: Structure Still 
in Place - limited activity
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Take Away Discussion 
• Combination of problems in VFWC Area: Large highly visible camps 

along the rivers and some creeks closer to the rivers and more dispersed 
hidden/smaller camps along the creeks. Every community is impacted!

• Ocean Protection Council’s 2015 Trash Amendment doesn’t directly 
address debris from homeless encampments: Who is responsible?

• Quantify the impacts from an environmental perspective: How?
• Prevent establishment of encampments: Need Solutions!
• Support partners who can assist with social issues: Identify key partners
• Safety First: Plan and train volunteer leaders regionally
• Be KIND…….
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VFWC Founding Organizations
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The founding organizations of the VFWC are the Dry Creek Conservancy, the Sacramento Area Creeks Council and the Laguna Creek Watershed Council – all known in the region for their ongoing contributions to healthy watersheds.



Christine Flowers
Fundraising & Program Manager

www.ValleyFoothill.org
Christine@CFenviro.com
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